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PHET, resolving to attend to Ms leaching, as his LORD and
KING-, resolving to obey his commands, and as his PRIEST,
resolving to rely upon his sacrifice alone, and doth accordingly
submit to him, and confide in Him sincerely wcA perseveringly;
this is tlmt faith which dottijits/ify, and will certainly save all
those in whom it is wrought"

This is indeed a plain, rational, and Scriptural account of
a doctrine which is the corner-stone of CHRISTIANITY, and
the foundation of the REFORMATION.

II. The strong and emphatic expressions of SCRIPTtiJRE, and
of the primitive Fathers, stating the utter inability of works to
justify us, as a Meritorious cause; that " whatsoever is not
fioin faith, is sin" Rom. xiv. 23, which our Article xill, under-
stands of works before justification ; and the slanderous misre-
presentation of the Apostle's doctrine, as if he affirmed that
GOD permitted the Gentiles " to do evil, that good may come"
or that his "grace may aboinul to sinners" which he depre-
cates, " GOD forbid J" Rom. iii. 8, vi. 1, gave rise, even in the
Apostle's days, to the opposite error of an affected humility,
resolving the whole business of justification into "faith alone,
not only without works" but even exclusive of works; for " that
all our righteousnesses are && filthy rags" not only not accept-
able, but even offensive to GOD ; and equally unnecessary and
insufficient to cover our nakedness in his sight, before whom
" no man living shall be justified?* by his own righteousness,
Psalm cxliii. 2.

Hence " sprung up" early in the Church, "the tares" the
licentious and immoral sects of the Solifidiam and Antinomians,
as they were called,from "resting solely w faith" and "repro-
bating the law of works;" and the Libertines, who were guilty
of the most scandalous excesses, " abusing their gospel liberty
as & cloak of licentiousness*," "through the ignwance of sense-
less men" enthusiasts Q&& fanatics, I Pet. ii. 15, 16.

It is also remarkable that the same mischievous sect sprouted
up again at the revival of pure Christianity, at the auspicious
era of the REFORMATION, as will be shewn hereafter. The
same mischievous errors are still to be found among the schism a-
LicaJ sects that disgrace our land of liberty,

Hence it became expedient, both for correction of reigning

*  Libcrtati praesidid quasrentcs, non llcenticr^ ad impugnandum alios.  Liril III. 53.